
K-8th Grade Continuum of Learning 
 

 

 

GRADE: Third Content Area: ELA 
Standard: Literature  
Key Idea: Key Idea and Details  
Required Skills: 
a.) I can read something and then answer questions about it, using clues from the story to help me. 
b.) I can tell stories from different cultures, like fables and myths, and explain what lesson they teach. 
c.) I can tell you what the characters are like and how their actions make the story happen. 
Key Idea: Craft and Structure 
Required Skills: 
a.) I can find out what words mean when I'm reading 
b.) I can talk about parts of stories, plays, and poems, like chapters, scenes, and stanzas. 
c.) I can tell the difference between my own thoughts and what the characters or narrator think 
Key Idea: Integration of Knowledge and Ideas 
Required Skills: 
a.) I can explain how the pictures in a story help tell the story 
b.) I can find what's the same and what's different in stories by the same author 
Key Idea: Range of Reading and Level of Text Complexity 
Required Skills: 

a.) I can read books and poems that are right for my grade level. 
 

Standard: Informational Text  
Key Idea: Key Ideas and Details 
Required Skills: 
a.)  I can read something and then answer questions about it, using clues from the story to help me. 
b.) I can find the main idea of a story and tell the important details that support it. 
c.)  I can explain how things happened in order, like in history or science. 
d.)  I can show how one thing causes another in stories about history, science, or how things work. 
 



Key Ideas: Craft and Structure 
Required Skills: 
a.)  I can understand the words used in my lessons. 
b.)  I can use tools in books and on computers to find information quickly. 
c.)  I can tell the difference between what I think and what the author thinks. 
Key Ideas: Integration of Knowledge and Ideas 
Required Skills: 
a.)  I can use maps, photos, and words to learn about what happened. 
b.)  I can explain how sentences and paragraphs connect to each other. 
c.)  I can find what's the same and different in two texts about the same thing. 
Key Ideas: Range of Reading and Level of Text Complexity 
Required Skills: 
a.)  By the end of the year, I can read and understand information books about history, science, and how things work. 
Standard: Foundational Skills 
Key Ideas: Phonics and Word Recognition 
Required Skills: 
a.)  I can learn the meaning of common word parts, like prefixes and suffixes. 
b.)  I can read words with special endings that come from Latin. 
c.)  I can read words with lots of syllables. 
d.)  I can read words that don't follow the regular spelling rules. 
 
Key Ideas: Fluency 
Required Skills:  
a.)   I can read smoothly and correctly so I understand what I'm reading. 
b.) Read grade-level prose and poetry orally with accuracy, appropriate rate, and expression on successive readings. 
c.)  I can use the rest of the sentence or story to figure out a word I don't know. 
 
Standard: Writing 
Key Ideas: Text Types and Purposes 
Required Skills: 
a.)  I can write opinion pieces on topics or texts, supporting my point of view with reasons and evidence. 
b.)  I can write informative/explanatory texts to examine a topic and convey ideas and information clearly and accurately 
c.)  I can write stories with good details and clear order. 
 



Key Ideas: Production and Distribution of Writing 
Required Skills: 
a.)  With help from a grown-up, I can write things that are organized and make sense for the assignment 
b.)  With help, I can make my writing better by planning, fixing mistakes, and changing things. 
c.)  With help, I can use computers to write and share my work. 
 
Key Ideas: Research to Build and Present Knowledge 
Required Skills: 
a.)  I can do small research projects to learn about a topic 
b.)  I can remember things I've learned or find information from books and computers, and write down important notes 
 
Key Ideas: Range of Writing 
Required Skills: 

a.) I can write for different reasons and for different people, both in long projects and short tasks. 
 

Standard: Speaking and Listening 
Key Ideas: Comprehension and Collaboration 
Required Skills: 
a.)  I can talk and work with others in different ways about school topics. 
b.)  I can find the main ideas and details when someone reads to me or when I see information in different ways. 
c.)  I can ask and answer questions about what someone is talking about. 
 
Key Ideas: Presentation of Knowledge and Ideas 
Required Skills: 
a.)  I can talk about a topic, tell a story, or share an experience clearly and with details. 
b.)  I can make good recordings of stories and poems and add pictures to make them even better. 
c.)  I can talk in complete sentences when I need to give more information or explain things 
 
Standard: Language 
Key Ideas: Conventions of Standard English 
Required Skills: 
a.)  I can use correct grammar when I write and speak. 
b.)  I can use correct capitalization, punctuation, and spelling in my writing. 
 



 

Key Ideas: Knowledge of Language 
Required Skills: 

a.) I can use what I know about language to help me write, talk, read, and listen. 
 

Key Ideas: Vocabulary Acquisition and Use 
Required Skills: 
a.)  I can determine or clarify the meaning of unknown and multiple-meaning words and phrases based on 3rd grade reading and 
content, using different strategies. 
b.)  I can understand how words are related and the little differences in their meanings. 
c.)  I can learn and use the right words for talking, school, and specific subjects. 


