
K-8th Grade Continuum of Learning 
 

 

 

GRADE: 5  Content Area: Social Studies 
Standard: 
Key Idea: Uses critical reasoning skills to analyze and evaluate claims. 
Required Skills: 
a.) By examining multiple sources, I can evaluate how the ideals stated in the Declaration of Independence and the United States 
Constitution still apply today, and if they apply equally to everyone. 
b.) I can comprehend how the positive, negative, and neutral results of economic decisions were made during the colonial period. 
c.) By looking at different maps, I can understand how the movement of the colonists to the Americas forced the movement of tribal 
people from their land. 
Key Idea: Uses inquiry-based research. 
Required Skills: 
a.) I can determine what sources you would need to explain how Triangle Trade supported colonial agricultural production. 
b.) I can evaluate how effectively maps illustrate how agricultural practices of the thirteen colonies forced the movement of African 
people as slave labor. 
 
Key Idea: : Deliberates public issues 
Required Skills: 
a.) I can assess the impact of settlement on the geography of the Americas, and if there is a need to reverse these impacts. 
b.) I can analyze how different historical events are viewed and honored by the public. 
Key Idea: Creates a product that uses social studies content to support a claim and presents the product in a manner that 
meaningfully communicates with a key audience. 
Required Skills: 
a.) I can explain what it means to be a responsible citizen of the United States or a tribe. 
b.) I can analyze how British taxation policies influenced the economy of the American colonies. 
 
Key Idea: : Understands key ideals and principles of the United States, including those in the Declaration of Independence, 
Constitution, and other foundational documents. 



 

Required Skills: 
a.) I can evaluate how the values and principles in America, as stated in the Declaration of Independence, still apply today. 
b.) I can explain how a public issue is related to constitutional rights and the common good. 
 
Key Idea: : : Understands the purposes, organization, and function of governments, laws, and political systems. 
Required Skills: 
a.) I can describe the roles and functions of the three branches of the United States government. 
b.) I can explain how the three branches of government serve the people of today and why they are important. 


