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Standards Based Grading

• Ensures consistency from classroom to classroom.

• Provides accurate representation of student's progress for 
parents.

• Provides greater detail for parents about how their child is 
performing in school.



What are Standards?
Standards describe what students should know and be able to do at each grade level.

Four learning goals provide the foundation for the development of all academic learning standards in Washington 
state:

• Read with comprehension, write effectively, and communicate successfully in a variety of ways and settings and 
with a variety of audiences;

• Know and apply the core concepts and principles of mathematics; social, physical, and life sciences; civics and 
history, including different cultures and participation in representative government; geography; arts; and health 
and fitness;

• Think analytically, logically, and creatively, and to integrate technology literacy and fluency as well as different 
experiences and knowledge to form reasoned judgments and solve problems; and

• Understand the importance of work and finance and how performance, effort, and decisions directly affect future 
career and educational opportunities.

Washington State learning standards were developed through collaborative, public processes informed by educators, 
administrators, community members, parents and guardians, and stakeholder groups across the state and nation.



How will this help your child?

• Research indicates increased student 
achievement when students understand 
learning expectations.

We at CTCS are moving students from:

From:

“I think I am doing pretty well in math, but I 
get confused sometimes.”

To:

“I understand how to add and subtract 
multi-digit numbers, but I need to work on my 
addition and subtraction facts.



Purpose of Report Cards
• Provides accurate information 

and feedback to students and 
their families on the students’ 
progress towards meeting grade 
level standards.

• Promotes equity among 
student's achievement and 
accountability.

• It is an objective tool to measure 
student progress.

• Supports students, parent and 
teacher in monitoring progress 
towards mastery of grade-level 
standards.



Traditional Report Cards

• Traditional report cards 
generally provide one or two 
indications of performance 
(grades) for each subject.

• Mathematics:

– Counting & Cardinality

– Operations & Algebraic Thinking

– Number & Operations

– Measurement & Data



Traditional Report Cards

• Grades often include factors 
such as behavior, 
attendance, homework 
completion, effort and extra 
credit.

• Including these factors in an 
overall grade can make it 
difficult for parents and 
teachers to identify strategies 
to support students success.



An Example of  a Math Test:

Standards based approach: John is meeting expectations for all 
standards except the ones circled in red.  John needs additional 
instruction and practice to be meeting expectations in that 
standard.



Standard Based Report Cards

• Each content area is broken 
down into specific academic 
skills and knowledge, allowing 
parents to have detailed 
information about the skills 
that their child has acquired 
and where he or she may 
need additional instruction 
and support.

• The goal is for ALL student to 
achieve a “3” (or higher) in 
each standard by the end of 
the school year.



Standard Based Report Cards

• Characteristics of a successful 
learning are reported 
separately.

• By reporting these separately, 
parents and teachers have 
additional and specific 
information to support each 
child’s success in school.



Teacher Responsibility:

• Identify which standards are taught and assessed each quarter.

• Use assessments for those standards along with rubrics to 
determine students’ proficiency level towards meeting the 
standards.



Indicators for Academic Success:

4

Exceeds Standard

The student consistently 

demonstrates an understanding 

and application of skills and 

concepts beyond the grade level 

standard.  

3 At Standard

The student is able to consistently 

demonstrate mastery of the grade 

level standard.  Evidence shows 

ability to apply concepts in a 

variety of contexts.

2 Approaching Standard

The student is able to demonstrate 

partial understanding of the grade 

level standard.  Student produces 

evidence that may often contain 

errors.

1 Not at Standard

The student has not shown 

sufficient progress towards given 

standard.

NA Not Assessed

The standard was not addressed 

this quarter, or the student was not 

enrolled long enough to 

accurately assess.





Important 
Reminder…

Students learn at different rates 
and in different ways.

Students performance levels 
represent the student’s 
performance at the time.

It is not unusual for a child to 
have a rang rating.

Student performance is 
measured in many ways.

Performance expectations 
increase every quarter, and 
student performance ratings 
can change as well.



In the first Trimester the student has been taught the laws and rules 
of the road and has demonstrated that she knows the rules and 
laws.



In the second trimester the student is expected to demonstrate 
the ability to drive on the road in a rural area, in a city and to 
parallel park.
At the end of the second trimester the student can drive in a rural 
area, and in the city but is having difficulty with parallel parking.



By the end of the third trimester the student has met the goal of 
driving a car.
The student has successfully passed the written and road test 
examination.



Students with IEP’s

• For students with accommodations, the content of the standards 
remains the same but the instructional strategies and methods 
for demonstrating mastery of the standard may be adjusted.



Report Card Questions

• Contact:

– Your child’s teacher if you 
have specific questions 
about how to help your 
child.

We are partnering with your 
family in child’s success this 
school year and beyond!


