
K-8th Grade Continuum of Learning 
 

 

 

GRADE: 7 Content Area: English Language Arts 
Standard: Literature 
Key Idea: Key Ideas and details 
Required Skills: 
a.) I can cite several pieces of textual evidence to support my analysis of what the text says explicitly, as well as inferences drawn from 

the text.  
b.) I can identify relevant details, quotes, or examples from the text that strengthen my understanding and help explain the ideas or 

themes being discussed.  
c.) I can determine the theme or central idea of a text and analyze its development over the course of the text. I can track how the 

theme or central idea evolves and is supported by specific details throughout the text.  
d.) I can provide an objective summary of the text, focusing on the key points without including personal opinions or judgments. 
e.) I can analyze how particular elements of a story or drama interact, such as how the setting shapes the characters or plot.  
f.) I can examine how the time, place, and environment influence the decisions, actions, and development of the characters, as well 

as how the setting contributes to the overall conflict and resolution in the story. 
Key Idea: Craft and Structure 
Required Skills: 
a.) I can determine the meaning of words and phrases as they are used in a text, including figurative and connotative meanings. 
b.)  I can also analyze the impact of rhymes and other repetitions of sounds (e.g., alliteration) on a specific verse or stanza of a poem or 

section of a story or drama. This involves examining how the use of sound devices enhances the meaning, mood, or tone of the text. 
c.) I can analyze how a drama’s or poem’s form or structure (e.g., soliloquy, sonnet) contributes to its meaning.  
d.) I can examine how the specific format or arrangement of the text, such as its rhythm, rhyme scheme, or the use of particular poetic 

forms or dramatic techniques, enhances the themes, emotions, or ideas expressed in the work. 
e.)  I can analyze how an author develops and contrasts the points of view of different characters or narrators in a text.  
f.) I can examine how each character's or narrator’s perspective influences the way the story is told, how it shapes the events, and how 

their differing viewpoints contribute to the overall themes or conflicts in the text. 
 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Key Idea: Integration of Knowledge and Ideas 
Required Skills: 
a.) I can compare and contrast a written story, drama, or poem to its audio, filmed, staged, or multimedia version, analyzing the effects 

of techniques unique to each medium.  
b.) I can examine how lighting, sound, color, or camera focus and angles in a film affect the mood, tone, or understanding of the text. I 

can also consider how the pacing, visual elements, and performance choices in a multimedia version may enhance or alter the 
experience of the original text.  

c.) I can compare and contrast a fictional portrayal of a time, place, or character with a historical account of the same period to 
understand how authors of fiction use or alter history.  

d.) I can analyze how fictional work may take creative liberties, change certain events or characters, or emphasize particular aspects of 
history for storytelling purposes, while the historical account focuses on factual details. This helps in understanding the different 
ways fiction and history shape our perceptions of the past. 

Key Idea: Range of Reading and Level of Text Complexity 
Required Skills: 
a.) I can read and comprehend literature, including stories, dramas, and poems, with scaffolding as needed at the high end of the 

range. 
b.) I will use strategies to understand and analyze complex texts, such as identifying themes, analyzing characters, and interpreting 

figurative language, and I will seek support when tackling more challenging materials. 



 



GRADE: 7 Content Area: English Language Arts  
  
Standard: Informational Texts 
Key Idea:  Key Ideas and Details 
Required Skills: 
a.) I can cite several pieces of textual evidence to support my analysis of what the text says explicitly, as well as inferences drawn from 

the text.  
b.) I will select relevant quotes or details from the text to back up both the literal meaning and my deeper understanding or 

interpretations. This helps me strengthen my analysis and provide clear reasoning for my conclusions. 
c.) I can determine two or more central ideas in a text and analyze how they develop over the course of the text.  
d.) I will track how these ideas emerge, evolve, and are supported by specific details or events throughout the text.   
e.) I will provide an objective summary of the text, focusing on the main points and avoiding personal opinions or judgments. 
f.) I can analyze the interactions between individuals, events, and ideas in a text by examining how ideas influence the actions and 

decisions of individuals or events, and how individuals or events in turn influence ideas.  
g.) I will look for connections between characters' motivations, the events that unfold, and the themes or messages presented in the 

text, and explore how these elements interact to develop the overall meaning of the work. 
Key Idea: Craft and Structure 
Required Skills: 
a.) I can determine the meaning of words and phrases as they are used in a text, including figurative, connotative, and technical 

meanings.  
b.) I will analyze how the author's specific word choices impact the meaning and tone of the text, considering how certain words may 

evoke emotions, create imagery, or shape the reader's understanding of the text. 
c.)  I can analyze the structure an author uses to organize a text, including how the major sections contribute to the whole and to the 

development of the ideas. 
d.)  I will examine how the introduction, body, and conclusion work together to build the central argument or theme, and how each 

section or paragraph adds to the overall flow and clarity of the text 
e.) I can determine an author’s point of view or purpose in a text and analyze how the author distinguishes his or her position from that 

of others.  
f.) I will examine the author’s tone, word choice, and the arguments presented to identify their perspective.  
g.)  I will look at how the author compares their views to opposing or contrasting viewpoints, highlighting the ways in which they 

express and support their own stance. 



 

  

Key Idea: Integration of Knowledge and Ideas 
Required Skills: 
a.) I can compare and contrast a text to an audio, video, or multimedia version of the text, analyzing how each medium portrays the 

subject.  
b.) I can examine how the delivery of a speech in a video or audio version might impact the words, such as through tone, pacing, and 

emphasis, compared to the written text.  
c.) I will consider how visual elements, sound effects, or performance choices in the multimedia version may alter the audience’s 

perception or emotional response to the subject, compared to reading the text alone. 
d.) I can trace and evaluate the argument and specific claims in a text, assessing whether the reasoning is sound and the evidence is 

relevant and sufficient to support the claims.  
e.) I will examine how the author presents their argument, looking for logical consistency and determining whether the evidence 

provided effectively supports the claims. 
f.)  I will also assess if the evidence is relevant and whether the argument is convincing or based on strong reasoning. 
g.) I can analyze how two or more authors writing about the same topic shape their presentations of key information by emphasizing 

different evidence or advancing different interpretations of facts.  
h.) I will compare the authors' perspectives, identifying how they select and present evidence to support their arguments, and how 

their interpretations of the facts may differ. This will help me understand how each author’s background, purpose, and audience 
influence the way they present the same topic. 
 

Key Idea: Range of Reading and Level of Text Complexity 
Required Skills: 

a.) I can read and comprehend literary nonfiction with scaffolding as needed at the high end of the range.  
b.) I will use strategies such as analyzing the structure, identifying central ideas, and interpreting complex vocabulary to 

understand and engage with challenging nonfiction texts.  
c.) I will seek guidance to support my comprehension and ensure that I grasp the full meaning of the text. 



GRADE: 7  Content Area: English Language Arts 
Standard: Writing 
Key Idea:  Text Types and Purposes 
Required Skills: 
a.) I can write arguments to support claims with clear reasons and relevant evidence by: 

• Introducing claims, acknowledging alternate or opposing claims, and logically organizing the reasons and evidence to present a 
strong argument.  

• Supporting my claims with logical reasoning and relevant evidence from accurate and credible sources, demonstrating a clear 
understanding of the topic or text.  

• Using words, phrases, and clauses to create cohesion and clarify the relationships among claims, reasons, and evidence, 
ensuring the argument flows smoothly. 

• Establishing and maintaining a formal style appropriate to the context and audience.  
• Providing a concluding statement or section that follows from and supports the argument presented, reinforcing the main 

points and leaving a lasting impression. 
b.) I can write informative/explanatory texts to examine a topic and convey ideas, concepts, and information through the selection, 
organization, and analysis of relevant content by: 

• Introducing the topic clearly, previewing what will follow, and organizing ideas, concepts, and information using strategies like 
definition, classification, comparison/contrast, and cause/effect. I will also include formatting (e.g., headings), graphics (e.g., 
charts, tables), and multimedia when useful for aiding comprehension. 

• Developing the topic with relevant facts, definitions, concrete details, quotations, or other information and examples to provide 
a thorough explanation. 

• Using appropriate transitions to create cohesion and clarify the relationships among ideas and concepts, ensuring the text 
flows logically. 

• Using precise language and domain-specific vocabulary to inform or explain the topic clearly and accurately. 
• Establishing and maintaining a formal style to suit the purpose and audience. 



• Providing a concluding statement or section that follows from and supports the information or explanation presented, 
summarizing the key points and reinforcing the topic. 

c.) I can write narratives to develop real or imagined experiences or events by: 
• Engaging and orienting the reader by establishing a context, point of view, and introducing the narrator and/or characters. I will 

organize the event sequence in a way that unfolds naturally and logically, guiding the reader through the narrative. 
• Using narrative techniques like dialogue, pacing, and description to develop experiences, events, and characters, allowing the 

reader to connect with the story on a deeper level. 
• Using a variety of transition words, phrases, and clauses to convey sequence and signal shifts from one time frame or setting to 

another, helping the narrative flow smoothly and maintain clarity. 
• Using precise words and phrases, relevant descriptive details, and sensory language to capture the action and convey 

experiences and events vividly, immersing the reader in the narrative. 
• Providing a conclusion that follows from and reflects on the narrated experiences or events, offering closure or insight into the 

overall meaning of the story. 
Key Idea: Production and Distribution of Writing 
Required Skills: 
a.) I can produce clear and coherent writing in which the development, organization, and style are appropriate to the task, purpose, and 
audience by: 

a) Developing my ideas logically, ensuring that each part of the writing contributes to the overall message or argument. 
b) Organizing my writing effectively, using clear structure, such as introductions, body paragraphs, and conclusions, that matches 

the purpose of the task (e.g., informational, argumentative, or narrative). 
c) Adjusting my style to suit the purpose and audience, whether formal or informal, ensuring that the tone and language used are 

appropriate and engaging for the intended reader. 
b.) I can develop and strengthen my writing with guidance and support from peers and adults by: 

• Planning my writing by brainstorming ideas, outlining, and deciding on the best approach to fulfill the purpose and engage the 
audience. 

• Revising my writing to improve clarity, structure, and flow, making sure my ideas are fully developed and that they align with my 
purpose and audience. 

• Editing my writing to correct errors in grammar, punctuation, and spelling, ensuring that my message is clear and professional. 
• Rewriting parts of my work if needed, based on feedback, to improve how I express my ideas and make sure I’m meeting the 

needs of my audience. 



• Trying a new approach if my initial draft doesn't fully meet the purpose, considering different perspectives and methods to 
better connect with the reader. 

By focusing on these steps, I will ensure my writing effectively addresses the intended purpose and audience. 
c.) I can use technology, including the Internet, to produce and publish my writing by: 

• Using word processors (like Google Docs or Microsoft Word) to write, edit, and format my work, making it easy to share and 
collaborate with others. 

• Linking to and citing sources properly in my writing, ensuring that I give credit to the original authors by using proper citation 
formats like MLA or APA. 

• Collaborating with others through online platforms (such as shared documents, emails, or discussion forums), receiving 
feedback, and engaging in discussions to improve my writing. 

• Researching online to find reliable sources and data, making sure to evaluate the credibility of sources and incorporating 
relevant, accurate information into my work. 

• Publishing my work on platforms like blogs, educational websites, or class websites, using hyperlinks to direct readers to 
important external sources or related content. 

By using technology in this way, I can enhance my writing, ensure proper attribution, and engage in effective collaboration with others. 
Key Idea: Research to Build and Present Knowledge 
Required Skills: 
a.) I can conduct short research projects to answer a specific question by gathering information from multiple sources such as books, 

articles, and reliable websites.  
b.) I will evaluate the credibility of these sources and use the most relevant and accurate information to help answer my question.  
c.) After collecting information, I can identify any gaps or areas where I need more details, and generate additional questions that will 

guide further research. This process will allow me to narrow down my topic and explore related ideas or perspectives, ensuring that 
my research is thorough and focused.  

d.) By following this approach, I can develop a deeper understanding of the topic and present a well-supported answer to the original 
question. 

e.) I can gather relevant information from multiple print and digital sources by using effective search terms to find credible and 
accurate data.  

f.) will assess the reliability of each source by checking factors like the author's qualifications, the publication date, and the source's 
reputation.  

g.) Once I have selected trustworthy sources, I will quote or paraphrase information accurately, ensuring I provide proper attribution to 
the original authors.  



 

  

h.) I will avoid plagiarism by giving clear citations for all borrowed ideas, data, and conclusions, using a standard format such as MLA 
or APA. This process helps ensure that my work is both informative and ethically responsible. 

i.) I can use evidence from literary and informational texts to support my analysis and research.  
j.) By identifying relevant quotes or examples, I can back up my ideas and conclusions. This helps me build a strong, well-supported 

response to the text. 
Key Idea: Range of Writing 
Required Skills: 
a.) I can write regularly, whether over extended periods (for research, reflection, and revision) or shorter ones (a single sitting or a few 
days), for different tasks, purposes, and audiences. 



  

  

GRADE: 7 Content Area: English Language Arts  
Standard: Speaking and Listening 
Key Idea: Comprehension and Collaboration 
Required Skills: 
a) I can engage in collaborative discussions with a variety of partners on grade 7 topics, texts, and issues.  
b) I will come prepared, drawing on research or reading, and use evidence to support my ideas.  
c) I will follow the discussion rules, track progress toward goals, and take on roles as needed.  
d) I will ask questions that encourage deeper conversation, respond thoughtfully, and keep the discussion focused.  
e) I will acknowledge new ideas and adjust my views when appropriate. 
f) I can analyze the main ideas and supporting details presented in different media formats, such as visual, quantitative, or oral.  
g) I will explain how these ideas help clarify a topic, text, or issue being studied.  
h) I can identify a speaker's argument and specific claims and evaluate the soundness of the reasoning. 
i)  I will assess whether the evidence provided is relevant and sufficient to support the claims. 
Key Idea: Presentation of Knowledge and Ideas 
Required Skills: 
a) I can present claims and findings in a focused and coherent manner, emphasizing the most important points.  
b) I will include pertinent descriptions, facts, details, and examples to support my presentation.   
c) I will ensure to use appropriate eye contact, maintain adequate volume, and speak clearly to enhance the effectiveness of my 

delivery. 
d) I can include multimedia components, such as images, videos, charts, and graphs, in my presentations to clarify my claims and 

findings. These visual displays will help highlight the most important points and make the information easier to understand for the 
audience. The use of multimedia will also keep the presentation engaging and emphasize key ideas more effectively. 

e) I can adapt my speech to different contexts and tasks by using formal English when appropriate, such as in professional or academic 
settings, and adjusting my tone and language to fit casual conversations, ensuring clear and appropriate communication for the 
situation. 



GRADE: 7 Content Area: English Language Arts 
Standard: Language 
Key Idea: Conventions of Standard English 
Required Skills: 
a) I can explain the function of phrases and clauses in a sentence and understand how they work to create meaning.  
b) I can choose between simple, compound, complex, and compound-complex sentences to show different relationships between 

ideas.  
c) I can also place phrases and clauses correctly in sentences, recognizing and correcting any misplaced or dangling modifiers. 
d) I can use commas to separate coordinate adjectives, such as in the sentence "It was a fascinating, enjoyable movie," but I know not to 

use a comma in sentences like "He wore an old green shirt."  
e) I can also spell words correctly when writing. 
Key Idea: Knowledge of Language 
Required Skills: 
a.) I can choose language that expresses my ideas clearly and concisely, avoiding unnecessary words or repetition. 
Key Idea: Vocabulary acquisition and Use 
Required Skills: 
a) I can determine the meaning of unknown or multiple-meaning words by using different strategies.   
b) I can use the context of a sentence or paragraph, look for Greek or Latin roots or affixes, and consult reference materials like 

dictionaries or glossaries.   
c) I can double-check my understanding of a word by verifying it in context or with a dictionary. 
d) I can understand figurative language, word relationships, and the nuances in word meanings.  
e) I can interpret figures of speech, such as literary or mythological allusions, based on their context.  
f) I can also use the relationships between words, like synonyms, antonyms, or analogies, to better understand their meanings.  
g) I can distinguish between words with similar definitions but different connotations, like how "refined" and "condescending" both 

relate to behavior but carry different associations. 



 

c.) I can acquire and use grade-appropriate academic and domain-specific words and phrases accurately. I can gather vocabulary 
knowledge when a word or phrase is important for understanding or expressing an idea clearly. 


